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Athletics and
Academics gap
totals $25K
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
With a budget cut looming over
Kentucky public universities, collegiate departments around the state
are preparing themselves for austerity measures.
However, some departments
might be feeling less of a strain than
others.
WKU spends over $36,000 per
student-athlete and only $11,000
per full-time student — nearly a
$25,000 gap — according to a study
by the Knight Commission, a thirdparty organization that looks at
both academic and athletic spending for universities across the country.
Faculty regent Patricia Minter
raised concern over the spending
disparity in last month’s Board of
Regents meeting, citing the study
and other statistics in her sole opposition of new head football coach
Jeff Brohm’s contract.
“Faculty find it devastating that
we continue to pay such large
amounts of money for something
that is ultimately really nice and
fine, but it’s not the essential part
of the university mission,” she said.
“Apparently, we don’t have a probSEE SPENDING PAGE A2

Kentucky’s
graduation
rate drops in
high schools
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Kentucky has seen a decline in
the number of students graduating
high school.
The descent was marked by a
drop in the number of high school
students that graduated between
2003 and 2010. The U.S. Department of Education anticipated that
the growth of Kentucky high school
graduates will continue to decline.
Sharon Hunter, coordinator of
College Readiness, has been working to create a marketing plan that
will maintain a steady enrollment
for WKU. She said the decline has
been focused around traditional
high school-aged students.
“With this slowing of the growth
in the traditional-age student population in Kentucky, WKU is refocusing efforts on recruitment toSEE MARKETING PAGE A2
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Bowling Green nursing student Barbara Morrow (right) waits to begin her clinicals for the day on Tuesday at The
Medical Center in Bowling Green. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Student finds camraderie with fellow non-trads
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

“I know people who work full-time jobs, have kids
at home and they’re full-time students,” Morrow said.
“I don’t understand how they do it because I’m barely
t had been over a decade since Barbara Morrow making it through with my sanity as it is.”
last found herself in a classroom.
Morrow is a member of Women in Transition, a camFor Morrow, a 32-year-old junior, being in class pus group for non-traditional female students.
with younger, traditional students in her general edu“A lot of the women in there are nursing students, so
cation courses proved to be “aggravating” at times.
they’ve been a lot of help,” Morrow said. “When I was
“I was there for a purpose,” Morrow said. “I wanted doing my prerequisites, they’d be there studying so it
to get in, get through my classes and be done, but a lot gave me a heads-up on what to expect.”
of the younger ones just liked to mess around.”
Morrow said a lot of the women in WIT have helped
Motherhood put the thought of college on hold for by giving her a shoulder to cry on or an ear to listen.
Morrow in her senior year of high school.
“There was a lady there when I first joined WIT who
“I had my first daughter three months before gradu- was a nursing student and a mother,” Morrow said. “I
ation,” Morrow said.
saw her today at my clinicals, and we just sat and talkMorrow, who is in her second semester in the nurs- ed for a while. I wouldn’t have that friend if it weren’t
ing program at WKU, said she knew it
for WIT.”
was just “the right time” to go back to
Jennifer Howard, WIT advisor, said
school in fall 2011.
Morrow is a very active member and has
“All of my kids were in school, so it was
shown tremendous strength in her studtime for mommy to go to school,” Mories while managing all of her other rerow said.
sponsibilities at home.
“Plus, I had stayed home with them un- In My Skin is a weekly feaBonnie MacPherson, a 76-year-old juseries that looks to tell
til they started school, so I knew I’d need ture
nior
and fellow member of WIT, said she
the stories of diverse stusomething to do with that time.”
enjoys the camaraderie of students that
dent populations at WKU.
Morrow said the maturity levels of stuWIT provides.
dents changed whenever she got into the
“It gives non-traditional female stunursing program.
dents the opportunity to meet with their peers,”
“Being there where everybody has a purpose makes MacPherson said. “You meet people in the same situit a lot different,” she said.
ation and know you’re not in this by yourself, which is
Morrow said she’s thankful that her husband and very important.”
parents help her financially so she doesn’t have to
Morrow said the highlight of going back to school
maintain a job on top of being a full-time mother and later in life is having a purpose.
student.
SEE IN MY SKIN PAGE A2
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THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 9 HOME
GAMES PLAYED THIS WEEKEND. CHECK
OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR COVERAGE.

THU 73°/36°
FRI 54°/36°
SAT 59°/32°
SUN 43°/27°
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SPENDING

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
lem underfunding the vital parts of the university
mission, and that continues to be troubling.”
President Gary Ransdell said WKU spent significantly more per full-time enrolled student than the
Knight Commission credited.
“The Knight Commission is what it is,” Ransdell
said. “They’re going to try and produce numbers
that make their point and that’s fine. We have academic programs that get more funding than other
academic programs. There’s no good that can come
from making statistical comparisons to try to prove
a point.”
Another Commission study reported university
spending per student-athlete increased by 60 percent between 2005 and 2011, in current dollars.
Spending on student football players increased
most drastically in 2009 when WKU joined the
Football Bowl Subdivision.
Athletic Director Todd Stewart said, when compared to the rest of the country, the WKU department has fully utilized its spending.
“Obviously, any cut that we incur increases the
challenges that we have,” he said. “I feel good about
how we operate…If you look at the success we’ve
had on the field in terms of the championships
we’ve won, coupled with the academic success and
the impact our coaches and students have out in

MARKETING

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
ward states with a higher growth
trend in traditional-age students,”
Hunter said.
Though officials have yet to determine how these numbers will affect
WKU, marketing has already been
searching for original approaches that
will attract the most academically ready
students in each freshman class.
“Our overarching goal is to maintain
a stable enrollment in this population,”
Hunter said.
Changes have already been made
to scholarship requirements, which
opens more avenues for students seeking financial aid.
Hunter said another goal is to in-

IN MY SKIN

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“If I hadn’t had my daughter and had
gone straight to school, I would have
been one of those kids that aggravated
me in my gen-ed classes,” Morrow said.
However, Morrow said the downfall of
going to college later in life is not getting to “enjoy college for college.”
“Everyone says that college is supposed to be the best four years of
your life,” Morrow said. “It’s not really
like that when you’ve got three kids at
home. I don’t get to go party, and I never
got to experience that, but it’s worth it
because I was able to stay home with
my babies.”
Morrow said she hopes to become
a student worker at the Medical Center within the following semesters and
have a position there after she graduates. She also hopes to pass the NCLEX,

Crime reports
• Radcliff freshman Forrest S. Simeton reported his saxophone stolen from his locker in FAC on Feb 17.
Estimated value of the stolen property is $4000.
• Bowling Green freshman Kari A.
Johnson reported her wallet stolen in
Grise Hall on Feb 17. Estimated value
of the stolen property is $10.
• Wylie, Texas freshman William
Tanner Stevens reported his cell
phone stolen from the Preston Cen-

the community, I think we maximize every dollar.”
In 2012, Texas A&M’s Laboratory for the Study of
Intercollegiate Athletics recognized WKU as one
of the most economically efficient athletic departments in the nation, ranking second overall.
In the last six years, the athletic department experienced cuts of over $300,000, Stewart said.
Associate Athletic Director Darrell Horn said
“trimming” would be in order for the Athletic Department if another cut is received.
“While a reduction amount hasn’t been distributed to the divisions yet, Athletics would look for
ways to trim our supplies and probably contingency budgets that are used for athletic facilities
repairs,” he said in an email.
In the 2005-2006 fiscal year, academics — including personnel and employee benefits — constituted 43.7 percent of the university’s total budget.
As of 2014’s proposed budget, academic funding
dropped to 29.6 percent of the $400 million budget.
Students currently pay a $212 Student Athletic
Fee in addition to their tuition and other fees. The
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education requires that any fees directed to certain university
departments may only have that money go toward
that department.
“So many of these choices have already been
made,” Minter said. “I would argue it’s not too late
to back it up, take a good hard look at all of this and
really think about where we want to go for the future.”

crease out-of-state students’ knowledge of WKU. This is to be accomplished by the launch of an updated
recruiting and marketing campaign.
While reasons behind declining
graduations rates are unknown, the
trend has become evident in local high
schools.
Jesse Meredith, a senior at Edmonson County High School, wants to go
to college in order to pursue a career as
a radiologist, and he said he is looking
at WKU as one of his college choices.
Though he has maintained these plans
of going to college since he was a child,
Meredith knows several people who
have already graduated or dropped out.
“I think it’s mostly due to teen pregnancy and trouble at home, which
there’s not much we can do about that,”
he said.

a state test that must be passed in order
to be licensed as a registered nurse.
MacPherson said she encourages any
senior citizen to take a stab at going
back to school.
“Maybe not carrying a full course load
or pursuing a degree, but they could at
least get a feeling for what school is like
nowadays as compared to when they
graduated high school,” MacPherson
said. “It’s important to keep your mind
active — for your physical, emotional
and mental well-being.”
MacPherson said Kentucky has a
scholarship program for which tuition
is paid for anyone desiring to go back to
school after the age of 65.
“The expense of tuition isn’t a valid
excuse to not do it,” MacPherson said.
Morrow said she encourages college
students not to give up, no matter what
happens.
“Do it for yourself — not anybody
else,” Morrow said.

ter on Feb 17. Estimated value of the
stolen property is $250.
• Sonora freshman Shelby Highbaugh reported that someone entered her room in PFT and moved her
items around on Feb 18.

Visit wkuherald.com for an
interactive crime map
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WKU spends over:

$36,000
per student-athlete

$11,000

per full-time student

University spending per
student-athlete increased by
between
2005 and
2011

60%

According to the Knight Commission
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Chef dishes out advice, nutritious recipes
BY ANNA ROEDERER
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Along with her collection of eight
hundred cookbooks, one professor is
adding flavor to WKU with her years of
experience in the field of nutrition and
dietetics.
Known to her students as “Chef Lee,”
Julie Lee worked as a dietician and
diabetes educator and was an executive chef at Good Samaritan Hospital
in Cincinnati, Ohio prior to coming
to WKU to teach food and nutrition
courses.
“I loved the pastries,” Lee said. "I
loved working in kitchens, but I also
love being an educator."
Lee was a single mom with a 2 year
old working 80 hours a week while running the hospital kitchen before she
came to WKU in 2006. She said that she
always wanted to get work experience
before teaching.
“You have to have seen what not to
do. You very rarely see what to do. That’s
what the textbooks are for,” Lee said.
Richard Patterson, associate dean of
Facilities and Management, was on the
hiring committee for Lee and was impressed with her credentials.
“She’s a great person to work with,”
Patterson said. “She knows more about
food than most people I know.”
Lee has taught in both the hospitality and dietetics sides of the major,
and wants her students to draw on
the background knowledge they have
learned in her class to think on their
feet when they are working.
Hopkinsville senior Ernest Simmons
said that Lee’s classes have helped prepare him for a job.
“She relates everything we talk about
in class to everyday life so that it is all
not just textbooks but is related to what
is actually going on in restaurant management today,” Simmons said.
Lee said that she tells her students
to “logic through it” because she
believes it to be the most important
thing to do. Simmons has experienced this firsthand while studying
under Lee.
“She [Lee] would really have us
think for ourselves and work our way
through some problems we may have,”
Simmons said.
Patterson said that he has “somewhat stolen” Lee from the dietetics
program, and she is primarily now in
the hotel, restaurant, tourism management concentration because of
her skills.

WKU professor Julie Lee assists Brazil freshman Bruno De Sousa (left) and Louisville sophomore Bruce Hunt in her food science
class on Tuesday. Lee has been teaching at WKU for eight years and previously worked as a chef. "I've always wanted to teach
and I've always wanted to be a chef," Lee said. "I can't believe I have been here so long, I have never worked anywhere this
long before." DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD
“In order to be a dietician, you have to
know food and you have to know management,” Patterson said.
Lee started working in restaurants
when she was 14. Originally, she studied pre-med, but Lee dropped out of
college her freshman year and worked
as a chef for several years before going
back to school to study nutrition and
dietetics in Cincinnati. She then completed her associate's degree in culinary arts in Denver.
Lee worked full time as a pastry chef
while she was a full time student. The
long hours she put in to get through
school came at a cost. She graduated
with not only a degree but also with
diabetes — leading her to specializing
in Diabetes Education.
“Diabetes is just my passion,” Lee
said.
“I don’t think enough people understand it. A lot of people think it is a
death sentence, and it doesn’t have to
be.”
Lee said her diabetes was triggered

Richard Patterson, associate dean of Facilities and Management

In order to be a dietician, you have to know food and
you have to know management.”
by only getting four to five hours of
sleep every night while completing
her degree and that people don’t realize how significant sleep deprivation
is.
“I’m very against cramming for tests,”
Lee said. “You stay up all night studying...that is just like taking a test after
drinking one or two beers.”
Lee keeps herself busy. While teaching full time at WKU, she is also working on a doctorate and working part
time at the hospital.
“I like to broaden people’s palettes
and experiences,” Lee said.
Lee’s education as well as international cuisine. She teaches an international cuisine class during the summer

that fulfills a general education world
cultures requirement.
She compiled 455 recipes for the five
week course, requiring the students to
cook two recipes three days a week in
the class.
Lee said that she pesters her friends
from other countries for recipes and
that she gathers recipes from international students as well.
Simmons said his favorite part of being in Lee’s classes is her diverse background.
“She can give us a story about anything and how she has traveled and
worked in different restaurants and different situations and hospitals,” Simmons said.
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'Spring' into warmer fashion trends Tops &

BY KAE HOLLOWAY & KEEVIN FOREE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
If this week has brought anything,
it's been a taste of spring, a desire to
bust those dresses and shorts out of
the depths of the closet, and a desire to
stalk through websites to see just what
to add to this year's spring wardrobe.
This week, I will bring you my take
on what will be in style once the weather gets warmer with a little help from
my fellow fashionista, Keevin Foree.
Fashion, to me (and by me, I mean
Keevin), is something much more than
what we adorn ourselves with. Fashion
is powerful and can speak volumes. No
matter what you wear or how you wear
it, your fashion will reflect a part of who
you are. Fashion gives me the opportunity to be anything I want to be and to
feel how I want.
Girls, Kae will start with you.
While I wish I could sit here and take
up the whole paper explaining why
each trend will be huge, I can't. However, I will touch on some of my favorites
and list other huge trends.
This spring, stack your wardrobe
with pink pastel everything, bold prints,
gold accessories, midi skirts and plenty
of high waisted denim.
Susan Kellogg, VF president of 7 for
All Mankind, Splendid and Ella Moss
recently declared that high rise denim
will be the biggest trend for the upcom-

ing season. Retailers are taking notice.
Now, this may not come as a surprise
and may be even shocking to those of
you who, like me, have had an unrequited love of high-waisted denim for years.
However, don't view this as a curse.
Having more retailers sell and display
high waisted anything will make the at
times difficult search much easier.
Jumpsuits will also be making a return this season, and probably this
summer. A simple black jumpsuit was
probably my best investment for spring.
The simple piece can be dressed up with
heels, flashy jewelry and a red lip, or
dressed down with sandals, no make up
and messy hair. No matter which way
you choose to style it, you'll be flawless.
Back to those bold prints, though.
When I say bold, I mean bold. Think
of Peter Pilotto's designs and don't be
scared. The duo behind this British line
are daring, mixing stripes, florals and
just about any geometric pattern with
vibrant colors.
Currently, Pilotto has a line out for
superstore Target. The line consists of
various dresses, skirts, tops and jackets,
all characterized with multiple prints
and bright colors. The clothes are relatively cheap, too. I myself have scoured
the racks at the local Target and snagged
a fabulous dress.
There's also the always obvious: florals. Don't be so quick to quote Miranda
Priestly and scowl, though. Florals are a
timeless trend.
Anyway, now to turn it over to Keevin
and the fashionable men on campus.
This spring, take a risk. If you've
ever wanted to be experimental with
your fashion, now is the time. Botanical
prints, bright colors, clashing separates
and wild dress socks are among some of
this seasons trends.
Botanical prints are no longer just

for the women. What better way to celebrate spring than with a nice print?
Botanical prints are rejuvenating and
colorful just like spring. A nice floral
print dress shirt is the perfect way to
sport this trend. You can find awesome
shirts like this for less at Asos.
Embrace color in your wardrobe,
too. Coming from past seasons of dark
color palettes, color is finally back and
it's stronger than ever. The more bold
and loud, the better. Ditch the pastels.
Purple is the big color this season.
Purple is going to make you feel exotic
and extra fancy. Try wearing some purple
shorts or pants; don't be afraid of purple.
For me, vibrant and shocking yellow is
going to be my color for the season.
Have fun with clashing separates.
Play around with patterns. However,
it's best to stick to one color palette.
Pick patterns that match the theme and
mood of your outfit. This may seem a
bit risqué, but trust me it looks great.
You don't have to always match down
to every single little detail. Go through
your wardrobe and pair things together
that you usually wouldn't. Go ahead
and add some stripes to your florals.
Channel your inner creativity.
Finally, whoever said that socks
had to be boring? Add a little sass with
some wild socks. You'd be surprised
by how many different types of socks
exist. Most guys usually forget the importance of socks. They don't have to
be just white. There's socks for every
guy with every personality. Check out
Urban Outfitters, they have some of the
most craziest socks.
Stay true to yourself and make your
outfit fun with a wild print and bold
colors. Don't be so serious. Most importantly, try something new and make
your style as refreshing as the impending warmer temperatures.

THE REMOTE

‘House of Cards’paints the White House black
BY RYAN PAIT
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Is TV’s most twisted
power couple too powerful?
That’s the question
I found myself asking
at the end of the second season of Netflix’s
original series “House
of Cards,” which was released last Friday.
PAIT
Season 2 sees Francis
Columnist (Kevin Spacey) and Claire
Underwood (Robin Wright) squaring off
against all kinds of foes and absolutely
obliterating them at every turn.
Their enemies find themselves
locked up in prison, thrown out of office, deported or shunned professionally. The Underwoods are not to be
trifled with.
They’re Machiavellian titans surrounded by minuscule stooges.
Which isn’t to say that they’re not entertaining. Because they so are.

Season 2 of “House of Cards” takes
all the good from Season 1, recycles it,
repackages it and ups the stakes.
It hits the ground running in its first
episode, with a water-cooler moment
that’s sure to shock.
It’s like getting hit full on by a train.
From there, the show moves zippily
along, pushing, punishing and pruning
with as much ruthlessness as the Underwoods themselves.
Characters and storylines that have
met their expiration dates are swiftly
dealt with, and new ones are introduced.
The ultimate effect is that the second
season feels more focused than the first.
It also moves much faster, which
is Netflix’s endgame with its instantrelease model: getting people like you
and me to watch all of “House of Cards”
as fast as we can.
The most notable new addition to
the show is new majority whip Jackie
Sharp, played by Molly Parker of “Deadwood” fame. She replaces Francis after
he’s promoted to vice president.

As Sharp, she butts heads with both
Francis and Claire. She also falls under
their toxic spell. Parker’s an intriguing
presence and fits well within the show.
Season 2 also gives us contrast between Frank and Claire. Both are ruthless, cold and calculating.
But with Claire, especially in this
season, we see glimmers of humanity
— some doubt, perhaps even remorse,
reflected in Wright’s luminous eyes. We
learn why her Lady Macbeth has become Lady Macbeth.
Wright breathes new life into Claire
this season, and her storyline gives
Wright all kinds of fascinating material
to work with.
Episode 4, in which Claire faces a highstakes interview on CNN, is stunning.
Wright is sublime in this episode, and her
performance may net her another Emmy
nomination, just like last year.
And let’s be honest, Spacey will probably be picking up another nomination too.
Read the full version of my column
on the Herald’s website.

COMIC STRIP

Bottoms
TOPS to being 1/4
way through the
semester

BOTTOMS to Midterms coming up

TOPS to the Corvette Museum being able to regroup
so quickly.

BOTTOMS to sinkholes.

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@jonwarren1: It never gets old
watching #WKU make the biggest comeback (under 5 mins)
in @marchmadness history!
— Sent 8:26 PM/18 Feb 14
@kevinapenn This guy in class
just farted really loud, everyone heard it, and he acted like
nothing happened........ #wku
— Sent 2:48 PM/18 Feb 14
@imaAriesBaby__ Where all
the black ppl at on Campus
#wku
— Sent 4:54 PM/18 Feb 14

@Maddiemoo69 Straight flexin' at the Preston Center #WKU
#Preston #GetFit
— Sent 3:58 PM/18 Feb 14
@bbrraannddeenn Welcome
to WKU where you hear the
Dukes of Hazard horn and see
a van carrying 3 life size tiger
dolls! #WKU
— Sent 3:26 PM/18 Feb 2014
@Michael_Cheser Next Tuesday at Hilligans I'll be playing
for 10-1:30. If you're 21 and
wanna have a good time
come out a week from today.
#WKU #DJCirca
— Sent 9:12 AM /18 Feb 14
@mercedeswhiles 11h
I enjoy campus better when
it's pretty outside. #wku
— Sent 9:07 AM/18 Feb 14
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS
1 “A Different World” actress
10 More than ready to do
15 Halley’s field
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards
16 Veronese white
advertising@wkuherald.com
17 Norwegian offerings
19 Most like a beachcomber
20 “__ Mutual Friend”:
ELP
ANTED
Dickens’ last completed novel
WaterWorks Auto Wash
21 Royal letters
is now hiring part-time help.
22 Texting gasp
Apply in-store at 763 Bakersfield Way or call
23 Profile listing
(270) 393-9904.
25 “Yes!”
26 St. Peter’s Basilica
attraction
29 Many roomies
30 Match
31 The first one open on
Majorca in 1950
33 Lake Geneva river
LINE CLASSIFIEDS
35 Princess with a
start at $6 per issue
Wookieepedia entry
36 “I Lost It at the Movies”
DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
author
start at $7.25 per issue
37 Narrow vents
39 Teaching method based on
set theory
Email advertising@wkuherald.com
42 Gent
43 Moselle tributary
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money 45 “The Love Boat”
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
bartender
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
47 Hit the __
48 “Precisely!”
49 Lucy of “Elementary”
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
50 Time to look forward
51 Trot
52 Aids
56 Fails to intervene
59 Spud
60 Europe’s tallest ferris
wheel
61 Underhanded type
62 Mississippi has four

CLASSIFIEDS
H

W

Place a classified ad
in the Herald today!

DOWN
1 Telecommuter’s tool

2 Faith of more than 1.5
billion people
3 His was the first number
retired by the Mets
4 Ireland’s __ Islands
5 Audio giant
6 Cross to bear
7 View from The Hague
8 Graph- ending
9 Cooperstown charter
member
10 There’s a lot of interest
in it
11 Food cooked in an imu
12 Method
13 Accruing fines, maybe
14 Did a double take?
18 Chafes

24 Kin of -ish
27 Spring bloom
28 Distract the security guard,
say
30 Pampas weapons
32 Assignment
34 Half: Pref.
36 Fuel that built the
Rockefeller fortune
37 Adjective for “Pygmalion”
or “Major Barbara”
38 Shower paraphernalia
39 Hound
40 Like owls
41 Lock-changing tool?
42 See 57-Down
44 Luanda’s land
46 Triggers a bleep, maybe

48 Icelandic singer
53 Org. that rejects bad eggs
54 Van. alternative
55 Recent Yankee star named
for Jackie Robinson
57 With 42-Down, spots for
sailors’ gear
58 Scand. kingdom

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES
SCORPIO (Oct.
23-Nov. 21) -- Cash
flow improves. Learn
what you need to make
a choice. Let problems
sort themselves out. Pay
attention to the underlying theme. Focus on the
game at hand, and leave
personal diversions for
later.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- There's
a choice to make. Keep
studying offers. Don't
act out of blind rebellion. Consider an investment in your own education towards a passion.
Don't fund a fantasy or
get lost in distractions.
Keep goals concrete.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21) -- You're
jamming at work. Make
new contacts while
filling present orders.
Perform for a willing audience. Don't be
afraid if you don't know
how. You're strong, and
getting stronger. Keep
increasing your speaking
ability.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19) -- Fine-tune
your domestic environment to create a magical
setting. Be sensitive to a
loved one's wishes. Ask
controversial questions.
Travel could involve accidents, especially when
hurrying. Slow down
and consider options.
Plan your adventure for
later.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20Feb. 18) -- Your friends
are really there for you.
Finances continue to
increase. Your suppositions and assumptions
could get challenged.
Check the rules. Your
team inspires over the
next two days. Don't
be intimidated by their
brilliance.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) --Let your
partner or mate be more
directive for the next few
days. Take an idea back
to the drawing board.
Dream of a vacation
somewhere inspiring.
Plan a trip together, and
discuss options.

CANCER (June 21July 22) -- Today and
tomorrow delve into the
details. Don't confront
authority directly, but be
prepared to defend your
position. Finish your
work. It gets intense over
the next two days. Decrease side conversations
and focus.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) -- A bird in the hand
is worth two in the bush.
Patiently keep saving.
Spend your time, not
your money, with someone beloved. Find out
how your partner feels.
Decrease distractions.
Romance simmers and
sparks through tomorrow.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- Expect
lots of new directions in
the next few days. Keep
decreasing debt. Spend
some time in seclusion.
Make a career power
play today or tomorrow. Make your plans
in quiet, and keep them
secret until launching.

VIRGO (Aug. 23Sept. 22) -- Get the
opinions of close family before proceeding
further with your plan.
Slow and easy does it.
Cleaning house could
lead to the discovery of
a treasure in your own
home, or something you
loved and lost.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- Conditions for travel are
improving. Adventure
calls today and tomorrow. Balance your desire
to explore the unknown
with your search for
comfort. Don't get sidetracked from your goals,
however. You can make
it all work.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22) -- It's still not a good
time to travel. Stick to
basics. Minimize risks,
financial and otherwise.
Tally up the results of
recent work. Get into a
voracious learning phase
today and tomorrow.
Don't let a loved one
distract.
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DANCE
PHOTOS BY
ADAM WOLFFBRANDT

TOP: Dancers stand before the judges and wait
for results from their role auditions for “The Dance
Project” on Friday, Feb. 8 in Gordon Wilson Hall. After
receiving roles, they had only one week to learn their
choreography and prepare their performances.
RIGHT: Louisville freshman Kaitlyn Fink (left) talks

with Villa Hills sophomore Alexis Fischer (right) in the
dressing rooms before “The Dance Project” rehearsal
on Monday, Feb. 10 at the Gordon Wilson Lab Theatre.

Louisville freshman Kaitlyn Fink rehearses her role for the “In the Beginning” performance in “The Dance Project” at Dance Arts on Saturday, Feb. 9.

FAR LEFT: Dancers perform

“Ray of Hope” in “The Dance
Project” show on Sunday,
Feb. 16 at the Gordon
Wilson Lab Theatre. After
only a week of working with
choreographers, the dancers
gave three performances
over the weekend.
LEFT: Houston

freshman,
Dagny Hamilton, performs
in “The Dance Project” at the
Gordon Wilson Lab Theatre.
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Grotto cleans Hidden River Cave
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

For most people, caving is a
once-in-a-lifetime experience.
But for the members of Green
River Grotto, it's their life.
The Green River Grotto has
been involved in the Bowling
Green community since 1979.
The group started out with just
a few people who loved caving, but now it has turned into
a club filled with locals, WKU
faculty and students.
The team participates regularly in cave cleanups in the
Bowling Green community
as well as surrounding areas.
However, on Monday night,
the Grotto went to Hidden River Cave to participate in some
recreational caving.
Clint Barber, the president
of the club, has been involved
with the Grotto since 2011.
“I just saw a picture of
some people who were caving, and decided to go to the
meeting,” he said. “I had always been interested in caving but could never find anyone to go with.”
Since then, Barber has fallen in love with caving, and is
always looking forward to exploring the unknown.
“There is nothing like walking through a virgin passage,”
he said. “It is the last place on
Earth where no other humans
have gone. There is something
amazing about that — the
great unknown.”
While at Hidden River

Cave, the group traveled
through the cave along with
a guide, and were in the cave
for roughly three hours.
When the team walked
down the wooden steps to
the entrance of the cave,
they were greeted with mud,
rock and a river to cross. Undaunted, the team trekked
on, navigating the darkness,
climbing over rocks and wading through water to reach
their destination.
Among the Grotto's members was Chelsea Ballard, a
sophomore from Horse Cave,
Ky. Ballard has been a member
of the grotto since her freshman year and has loved every
minute of it.
“I joined because I was really interested in it,” she said.
“Living in the area we do, it is
important to know about the
environment around us. The
conservation work we do is
very important. It helps to keep
the water we use clean, and
that affects everyone.”
The work that the team
does in the caves isn't always
fun, but it is necessary. The
caves become polluted with
garbage and toxins, which
affects all of Bowling Green.
Tammy Britt, an alumna
from WKU, has been in the
Grotto for almost three years.
“It is important to understand what we cannot see;
what’s underneath us. So many
people don't know about the
environment they are living
in,” she said.

Sue Milburn, 63, of Elizabethtown, (left) and Horse Cave sophomore Chelsea Ballard walk down
the stairway that leads into Hidden River Cave in Horse Cave as part of a trip with the Green River
Grotto group. Milburn said that if she can go caving at her age then anybody should be able to do
it. AUSTIN ANTHONY/HERALD
The team is always looking for new members to share
in the cave cleanups. Olivia
Boyd, a graduate stunt from
Athens Ga., joined this year
because she was studying
cave beetles.
“We are in a unique place
here, geologically,” Boyd
said. “For me, it’s a chance to
see new ecosystems, and incorporate a new geology into
my studies.”
Doing these cave cleanups and

restorations is something that the
members of the Grotto love, it has
given them a sense of sportsmanship as well as a group of people
they can trust without a doubt.
“There is no other team-building recreational sport like this one.
Everyone has to look out for everyone, you have to trust the people
you're with,” Barber said.
For Barber, seeing these images has made him passionate
about cave environments. He
is also a volunteer for a cave

rescue team, and has dedicated his time and expertise
to educating people about the
cave systems, and taking care
of the cave systems.
“Caving for me is my
church. It’s my sanctuary
where I can go disconnect
from the world and reset the
clock so to speak,” he said. “It
allows me to discover myself
and the world. It’s a time for
me to reflect in the quiet and
stillness of the deep.

Emslie consults SGA, approves major change procedure
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Provost Gordon Emslie and
Doug McElroy, associate vice
president for Academic Enrichment, spoke at the SGA meeting Tuesday night to discuss
potential modifications to the
change-of-major procedure.
The process has two main
parts. The first requires students to declare a major before they complete up to 60
credit hours. The other allows
students to go on TopNet to

change their majors.
Emslie encourages students
to change their majors during
a three to six week period in
the beginning of the semester
and to talk to department advisors before the change.
McElroy said the problem
with the current process is students have to carry it around
campus for signatures. He
said WKU would do away with
that. It would all be electronically routed to the appropriate
people in the departments.
The retention rate for stu-

dents with undeclared majors
by year is down to 6 percent
versus student who have declared a major, which is at 55
percent. Students who have
declared a major get into the
advising system earlier.
“It’s not choosing the right
major. It’s choosing any major
at all,” Emslie said.
He said they have other
retention efforts, such as providing support systems and
placement of students.
SGA also approved Resolution 2-14-S, which supports

Journalism professor to start in fall
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Amanda Crawford will be joining
the faculty of the News/Editorial Department in the School of Journalism
& Broadcasting this coming fall.
Crawford has been working in the
professional field for over 15 years,
and has established a diverse resume
that includes jobs at People magazine, the Baltimore Sun, Bloomberg
BusinessWeek and various freelance
reports.
She said there is an advantage to
having professional experience as a
journalism teacher, because any particular problem or story can be used
as a teaching moment.
“You can draw from your experience in the real world and in the
newsroom to give examples to your
students,” she said.
Crawford has previously taught at
the University of Maryland and Arizona State University. While at Arizona
State, she also pursued her master’s
degree of mass communication, after receiving her bachelor’s degree in
journalism at the University of Maryland.
Crawford’s career has led her into
an array of scenarios and stories that
dealt with everything from hard news
to music and healthcare. She now
plans on relaying that in her curriculum.
“I think that to be equipped to
be a journalist in today’s new media
environment, you have to have a lot
of different skills and a lot of ability
to transcend different topic areas,”
Crawford said. “It is the time to be
both a niche specialist and a generalist.”
Josh Meltzer, photojournalist-inresidence of the Journalism & Broadcasting Department, was the head of
the search committee reviewing the
candidates for what is now Crawford’s
position. He said her wide range of
work makes her a strong addition to
the department.
“She’s done everything, so she’s capable of teaching anything, and that’s

Amanda Crawford, future professor

I think that there’s a
lot of interesting news
stories that can be
written out of Kentucky.”
one of the things we wanted: someone who can teach any of the classes,”
Meltzer said.
Crawford will be teaching news
writing and reporting, feature writing and advanced reporting for her
first semester. She said she is looking
forward to working with the students
as they build their journalism experience.
“The school is doing wonderful
things, and I hope to help to continue helping students learn to be
good journalists in the writing part
of it,” she said. “I’m really looking
forward to the opportunity of working with student reporters. I think
that there’s a lot of interesting news
stories that can be written out of
Kentucky.”

the adoption of the academic
affairs policy.
Executive Vice President
Mark Reeves said he thinks it's
a good policy and hopefully
Academic Affairs continues to
come to SGA for support.
Sam Rosenthal, Elizabeth
McGrew and Meredith Smith
were sworn in as new senators.
Bill 2-14-S passed, which
will give money to TopperWell
Peer Health Educators, WKU
ADFED and WKU English
Club.
SGA President Keyana Boka

said YoBlendz, a frozen yogurt
shop in DSU, is not hitting
the sales mark it’s suppose to.
Gary Meszaros is looking for
alternatives to fill that space
but hopes that business will do
better in the fall when DSU is
finished.
Boka said Red Zone is having a taste testing soon. It is
going to be a sports bar and
will stay open until 2 a.m. next
semester.
A test run will be conducted
this semester for Einstein’s to
have extended dining hours.
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Business students attend annual finance competition
BY JOHN CORUM
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
To most WKU students, Churchill
Downs Incorporated is just the parent company of the annual Kentucky
Derby. To a small group of Gordon Ford
College of Business students, however,
the corporation is a client.
This weekend, a team of students
from the business college will travel to
Louisville to participate in the annual
Certified Financial Analyst Institute
Research Challenge.
The research challenge invites student teams to conduct a thorough financial and qualitative analysis of a
sponsor company’s financial processes.
This year, the challenge is sponsored
by Churchill Downs Incorporated.

In the first portion of the two-round nance professor, Indudeep Chhachhi,
tournament, student teams are charged participation in the challenge supplewith analyzing the sponsor company’s ments the business education of its
stock to identify its strategic strengths student teams by helping them to hone
real-world skills.
and weaknesses. The students
“They go out and research
then compose a research report
what they need to know and
making business recommendaanalyze it," Chhachhi said. “The
tions to the company based on
world runs on analytical skills.”
their analysis.
WKU’s five-person student
In the second round, the stuteam is comprised of Hanson
dent team travels to Louisville
graduate student Seth Ashby,
to deliver an oral presentation
Atlanta graduate student Zachof their research findings to a
panel of judges. Their final rank- Chhachhi ary Ritchey, Bowling Green senior Jacob Billhartz, Vietnam
ing depends on scoring from both Professor
senior Uyen Tran and Lexington
rounds.
WKU’s student teams have histori- senior Devin Brieske.
According to Ashby, preparation for
cally done well in the research report
round, placing first in the competition the challenge is very time-consuming.
“I’d say it’s a pretty big time commitin 2012.
According to team leader and fi- ment…we’ve probably put 150 hours

in it,” Ashby said.
The time commitment is nonetheless worthwhile, Ashby said, as participation is a great resume builder and an
opportunity for networking.
“You’ll definitely land a pretty good
job if you make it to the national tournament,” Ashby said.
Chhachhi said his team’s hard work
ethic is likely to pay off.
“I think we have an excellent team
of hard workers." Chhachi said. “…This
takes a lot of work. You are competing
with people who are excellent and this
stuff is not easy. If it were, everyone
would be on Wall Street.”
If WKU’s team wins the challenge,
they will travel to Denver to participate
in the national competition.

Cornel West speaking as part of Cultural Enhancement Series
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Princeton professor, author, activist and outspoken
black leftist Cornel West will be
speaking frankly about race relations in the United States on
Friday.
The
lecture,
entitled
“Race and Democracy in
the Age of Obama,” serves
as the keynote address for
WKU’s Black History Month
celebration. It will be held
tomorrow at Van Meter Hall
at 7:30 p.m. The free event is
open to the public.
The event is co-sponsored

Kenneth Johnson, assistant director of Student Activities

We look forward to students being engaged by one of the prominent figures
in philosophy and activism.”
by the WKU Black History Celebration and Cultural Preservation committee in honor of
Black History month.
“Racism is a moral catastrophe, most graphically seen in
the prison industrial complex
and targeted police surveillance in black and brown ghettos rendered invisible in pub-

lic discourse,” West wrote in
an editorial for The New York
Times, called “Dr. King Weeps
From His Grave.”
West, a frequent face on
The Colbert Report and CNN,
spends his career advocating
for democracy and equality.
Once an outspoken supporter of President Obama

in 2007, West changed his
tune after Obama’s election, referring to him as “the
black mascot of Wall Street
oligarchs.”
“You’ve got to be a thermostat rather than a thermometer,” West said in a
2011 interview. “A thermostat
shapes the climate of opinion; a thermometer just reflects it. If you’re just going to
reflect it and run by the polls,
then you’re not going to be a
transformative president.”
Kenneth Johnson, assistant
director of Student Activities,
said the university chose West
because he represented the

exchange of ideas, culture, and
expression they were looking
for in a speaker.
“We look forward to students being engaged by
one of the prominent figures in philosophy and activism,” Johnson said in an
email.
“WKU is excited to host
Dr. West and look forward to
adding to the rich tapestry of
discussions that exist at WKU
and in the Bowling Green
Community.”
Physicist Michio Kaku will
round out the 2013-2014 Cultural Enhancement Series on
Mar. 17.
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Lady Toppers return home for weekend tournament
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Having already played 10 games on
the road on different sides of the United States, the WKU Lady Topper softball team comes returns to the WKU
Softball Complex to begin a nine-game
homestand starting this weekend.
The next two weekends the team will
be playing host to a variety of teams in
the Hilltopper Spring Fling and Hilltopper Spring Classic.
The first game for WKU (5-4-1) in
the Spring Fling will be Friday against
Canisius (2-2) at 4 p.m., and again Sunday at 10 a.m.
The other teams in the Spring Fling
are Miami of Ohio and Bradley, who the
Lady Toppers will only be playing once

this weekend.
For first-year coach Amy Tudor, the
four home games this weekend will be
her first as a coach of WKU after playing
in so many games as an undergraduate
here when the program first started.
“I’m looking forward to playing at
home,” she said. “It’ll be fun to coach
the first games at home. The girls get to
sleep in their own beds. A little familiarity. Get to go to class. Hopefully they’ll
be a little less stressed out.”
Senior outfielder Kelsie Mattox
agreed and said it will be nice to play in
front of the home crowd.
“We’re definitely excited to be back
home and be in front of our fans,” Mattox said. “People’s parents get to come
out more than they did when we were
on the West Coast. It should be fun to

see family and friends and fans here in
Bowling Green.”
The West Coast was not kind to the
Lady Topper offense. The team was
shutout three times in five games. In
those losses, WKU only recorded eight
hits.
However, Tudor is hopeful the offense
can get going this weekend.
“We’ve got to swing at our pitch and
I think that’s key,” she said. “In certain
situations we swung at bad pitches and
you have to swing at your pitch to be
successful at the plate. We’ve got to find
a way to get on (base).”
For Mattox, she said the team just
needs to go back to basics.
“It’s just going back to fundamental softball and hitting the ball like we
know we can,” Mattox said. “Getting

good pitches to hit and taking advantage of when pitchers make mistakes.
Just get rallies going.”
Each of the three teams coming to
town this weekend has two wins a
piece. Canisius and Miami (OH) are
both 2-2 while Bradley is 2-8.
For Tudor though, it is not about the
opponents but her team.
“For us, I’m not as concerned with
who we’re playing but how we’re playing,” she said. “We’re not clicking on all
cylinders right now. We need to get our
offense going, our pitching going, and
our defense going.
“The bright point is that we’re not
clicking. As soon as we start clicking I
feel like we’ll get more consistency.”

BASEBALL

Toppers handling ‘business as usual’ against Myers’ former team
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
When WKU baseball coach Matt
Myers looks over to the first base line
this weekend, he’ll see uniforms that
hold a special place for him. But it’ll
be business as usual when the Toppers
face UNC-Asheville this weekend, the
school that gave Myers his first head
coaching job, which he held from 200104.
He took the job at the age of 26, which
at the time made him the youngest D-I
coach in college baseball. Quickly, he
turned the Bulldogs around and finished in the top half of the Big South
Conference in each of his final three
years there. Including in 2003 where
they won 27 games and Myers was
named the league’s Coach of the Year.
Just like at WKU, pitching was his staple at Asheville. His staff set five school
records during his tenure, and saw

BASEBALL
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of 16 doubles, 32 runs and slugged
.780 at bat.
Baseball wasn’t his only success.
As a quarterback for the Gators, he
was a finalist for Kentucky Mr. Football in 2009 and led Greenwood to
the state semifinals on 2,278 yards
passing and 25 total touchdowns.
Baseball was his first love, and
that’s where he knew he would succeed the most.
“There’s not a lot of need for a
5-foot-10 pocket passer,” Downing
said.
Coming home and playing where
he was comfortable meant something special to Downing. Downing
left Kentucky to play college baseball
at Indiana, the only school, he says,
that strongly recruited him. After
only a single season with the Hoosiers, Downing transferred to Gulf
Coast State College in Panama City,
Fla. His high school coach, Chris
Decker, believes Downing has come
full circle and that he’s finally where

COLUMN
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Tyra Perry and former senior stars such as pitcher Mallorie Sulaski. A good weekend
from hard-hitting senior second baseman Olivia Watkins
(currently batting .545) and
2013 Sun Belt Conference
Pitcher of the Year Emily Rousseau could turn things around.
It's still early in the season,
but both squads already have
a lot to play for. This weekend
should be competitive and fun
at the ballpark — the weather
is just the icing on the cake.

Download
the new
WKUHERALD

app on
iTunes and
Google Play

seven of his pitchers sign proHeading the pitching rotation
fessionally and four others earn
for the Bulldogs is senior rightFreshman All-America honors.
hander Dean Roland. Roland
Asheville was where Myers bewent 2-7 in 2013 but posted 61
gan his head coaching career
strikeouts in a team-leading
and now he gets to be in the op90.1 innings. Position players
posite bullpen come first pitch.
to look out for are senior third
“It’s business as usual, coming
basemen Robert McIntosh who
MYERS
out here to win a series,” Myers
has a career batting average of
said. “I’m excited to see Coach
.328. Also Shortstop Tommy
(Tom) Smith and Hunter Bryant, a kid I Houmard was Ashville’s leading hitter
gave lessons to when I was there.”
last year with a .321 average.
The Toppers will look to rebound
“I expect our guys to come out and be
against UNC-Asheville this weekend as very competitive Friday,” Myers said.
they are set to play a three game week- “Every weekend we expect to win two
end series at Nick Denes field.
out of three.”
The Bulldogs finished the 2013 season
The Toppers’ one-day trip to Nash16-35 and finished fifth in the Big South ville Wednesday was one that ended
Conference last year. After posting a in similar circumstances to the team’s
4-19 away record and losing nine posi- opening day loss to Southern Illinois.
tion players, the Bulldogs were picked The team dropped a 7-3 decision to
to finish last (6th) this year in their con- Belmont, a team they’ve been unsucference. But that doesn’t mean the Top- cessful against for six-straight times
pers should overlook their opponent.
now.

he wants to be.
“I think his ultimate goal was to
come back to Bowling Green to be
honest with you,” Decker said. “He’s
in his comfort zone. His friends and
family can watch him play. He’s always been a Western fan, too. When
he was in high school, he always
went to Western games. I think it
worked out well for him.”
Leaving Bowling Green, Downing
said, was a new opportunity for him,
but it just wasn’t the right fit.
He grew up playing with and
against other hometown players
who currently play for WKU like
sophomores Trevor Lowe, who attended South Warren High School,
and Josh Bartley, who attended
Bowling Green High School.
I like playing in front of people I
know and playing in front of family
and friends so they can come watch
me play,” Downing said. “I played
with Josh (Bartley) and Trevor Lowe
since I was little. I’ve never played
with anybody that I played in high
school with or grew up with so I
thought it was really cool to play at

JONES
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and 43 percent from three-point
range.
Jones’ miscues during her freshman year wore on her, but as a sophomore, she said her confidence has
risen, allowing her to learn from her
mistakes.
“Last year I was shaky all the
time,” Jones said. “Just trying not to
mess up. This year, I’m confident. I
know I’m going to mess up, and I just
have to keep playing.”
Jones is one reason the Lady Toppers (16-8, 8-5 Sun Belt Conference)
find themselves just two games back
from first-place Arkansas State in
the Sun Belt Conference standings
despite having been without junior
guard Alexis Govan for the entirety
of league play.
When Govan was diagnosed
with a stress fracture in her left tibia,
coach Michelle Clark-Heard encouraged Jones to increase her leadership role.
“Coach Heard challenged me
when Alexis got hurt,” Jones said.
“She said I just have to lead and the
other players will follow me, so that’s
a big deal.”
WKU dropped a 74-65 decision
to South Alabama in its first game
without Govan, but went on to
notch six of its next seven games by
an average margin of 14 points. The
only loss during said stretch came

the D-I level with guys like that.”
The addition of Downing brings
coach Matt Myers extra comfort after dealing with the issue of replacing Devin Kelly, who is now a undergraduate assistant for the team.
“Ty is an unbelievable catch-andthrow guy,” Myers said. “Our pitchers love throwing to him. Your pitching staff, not only is it as good as your
defense, but if you don’t have anybody behind the plate, they’ll lose
their confidence really, really quick.
“I’m excited about it for Ty to contribute. I think you’ll see him catch a
lot and it’s neat to have another local
kid come back home and really play
and really contribute.”
Nick Denes Field is a special place
for Downing. He knew it was the
right decision when he spoke to the
umpire after hearing his name and
number called over the PA speaker
in his first at-bat for the team he’s always loved.
“I’ve been around the world and
back,” Downing said. “I just feel like
it was time to come back and play for
my hometown.”

Micah Jones, basketball guard

If we play with that
energy and that focus
and confidence every
game, we’re going to be
tough to beat. We do
have to bring it every
single game, because
in this conference, you
never know what’s
going to happen.”
against current league-leader, Arkansas State.
Despite the loss, Heard acknowledged Jones’ steady point-guard
play as a positive outcome. Jones tallied 14 points on four-of-five shooting with three steals.
“Micah is doing a tremendous job
for us and is doing a phenomenal
job at the point guard,” Heard said.
WKU is currently riding a twogame win streak and Jones believes
the Lady Toppers will be hard to beat
if they continue to play with intensity.
“If we play with that energy and
that focus and confidence every
game, we’re going to be tough to
beat,” Jones said. “We do have to
bring it every single game, because
in this conference, you never know
what’s going to happen.”

“We struggled offensively,” Coach
Matt Myers said. “We got behind in the
count, and it’s tough coming back on
the road when behind.
Trailing 3-0 in the top of the fourth
inning, the Toppers battled back by
drawing two straight walks and scoring
off a throwing error. WKU then tied the
game off of sophomore Trevor Lowe’s
two run single to make it 3-3. It wasn’t
until the seventh and eighth innings
when Belmont started pulling away
and sealed the victory.
“This group of guys, we’re very
positive,” sophomore third baseman
Thomas Peter said. “We don’t let many
things bother us; sure the bus ride was
a little quiet Tuesday, but today's a new
day.”
WKU’s first game against the Bulldogs is Friday at 3 p.m. They are also set
to play Saturday at 2 p.m. and Sunday
at 1 p.m.

Weekend Home Games

FRIDAY
Baseball
at 3 p.m.
Softball
at 4 p.m.

vs. UNC-Asheville

vs. Canisius

SATURDAY
Softball
at 12:30 p.m.

Baseball
at 2 p.m.
Women's
Basketball
at 2 p.m.

Men's
Basketball
at 7 p.m.

at 10 a.m.
Baseball
at 1 p.m.
Softball
at 3 p.m.

Feb.
22nd

vs. Miami (OH)

vs. UNC-Asheville

vs. ULM

vs. ULM

SUNDAY
Softball

Feb.
21st

Feb.
23rd

vs. Canisius
vs. UNC-Asheville

vs. Bradley
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GOING FOR TWO

BASEBALL

DOWN HOME

DIAMOND

WKU junior catcher Ty Downing waits for the referee's call after attempting to tag out Southern Illinois freshman infielder Will Farmer during the game at Nick Denes Field on Sunday. TYLER ESSARY/ HERALD

Downing returns home to play for WKU
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
There was a special conversation between a baseball player
and an umpire Saturday during
WKU’s second of a three-game
series between Southern Illinois.
The dialogue may not have been
much, but it symbolized a home-

coming for Ty Downing.
“The umpire asked me, ‘you
must be from here or something’ because I had a lot of fans,”
Downing said.
The 6-foot-1 catcher from
Bowling Green decided that coming home was the best thing for
his college career. A 2010 graduate of Greenwood High School,
SEE BASEBALL PAGE A9

Downing was a multi-sport athlete in baseball and football. As
a senior, he earned the Regional
Player of the Year honor after hitting .437 with 51 RBIs and seven
home runs.
As a catcher, he only allowed
four stolen bases in 19 attempts
against him, and also set the
Greenwood single-season record

Warm weather
means baseball
season is here
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

When I look at the
forecast for the next
few days — it's supposed to be in the
upper-50's all weekend, based on Tuesday's
projections
— the first thing that
comes to my mind is
AULBACH “baseball weather.”
Columnist I'll be the first to admit I miss the warmer times of football season. Basketball might be my
favorite sport to watch, but I love
sitting outside on a nice day, relaxing in the stands (or in the press box,
if I'm on assignment) and watching
a competitive sport. Maybe I'm just
glad I don't have to worry about
freezing when I step outside anymore, but this week's mild temperatures have had me longing for an
afternoon at the diamond.
With the weather taking a turn
for the better, it's only fitting that
the WKU baseball and softball
teams will both be playing in town
this weekend.
WKU fans have already had a
few chances to catch the Topper
baseball team (and air-guitar hero
Coach Matt Myers) this season as
the squad picked up a pair of wins
at Nick Denes Field last weekend
over Southern Illinois. The WKU
bats have been hot so far this year
— the Toppers have scored 17 runs
through four games — but they'll
need to keep hitting if they want
to top a UNC-Asheville team looking to pick up a few wins in its first
weekend series of the season.
This weekend also marks the
formal introduction of new softball
coach, Amy Tudor, who is making
her debut on the Bowling Green diamond as the Lady Toppers finally
get to take the field on their home
turf in the four-game Hilltopper
Spring Fling.
The WKU softball team has seen
plenty of action already this season
in separate tournaments in Ft. Myers, Fla., and Los Angeles. But this
weekend's home stretch should
give local fans a chance to check
out the squad as it looks to follow
up last season's historic trip to the
NCAA tournament. Tudor and the
Lady Toppers have had mixed results so far — the team currently sits
at 5-4-1 through the first 10 games
of the season — but a few convincing wins this weekend would go a
long way in proving this team has
reloaded after losing former coach
SEE COLUMN PAGE A9

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Jones solidifies role as Lady Topper floor general
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Due to depth issues last season, Lady
Topper guard Micah Jones was thrust
out of her natural shooting guard position and into the role of starting point
guard as a true freshman.
However, the Greensburg native
started in 32 of WKU’s 33 games, logged
nearly 30 minutes per contest and
dished out a total of 68 assists while averaging 5.7 points per game.
Jones is used to being productive at
a young age. The 5-foot-8 floor general
played on the varsity level for Green
County High School as just a seventh
grader and her former coach, Chris

Blaydes said her high basketball I.Q.
allowed her to make an impact at a
young age.
“There’s three things,” Blaydes said.
“One, she’s not going to get outworked.
She’s going to outwork everyone out
there. Two, her competitive nature is
something that has always been there,
no matter in sports or academics…
and three, she’s just so smart when she
plays…she was able to play at a really
young age and be very successful.”
In her second season as a Lady Topper, Jones has started all 24 games and
boasts numbers of 10.4 points, 2.9 assists and 2.7 rebounds a game while
shooting 47 percent from the field
SEE JONES PAGE A9

WKU sophomore
guard Micah Jones
(5) shoots around
South Alabama's
guard Meghan
Dunn (1) during
the first half of
WKU’s game against
South Alabama on
Saturday, Feb. 15
at Diddle Arena in
Bowling Green. The
Lady Toppers won
81-55. MIKE CLARK/
HERALD

